ASFARNET will engage in activities that will
ensure responsible farming, accelerate
transfer of appropriate modern technology,
and ensure community participation in
these activities.

...learning new technologies through field visits and
interaction with technology users and other stakeholders

...letting farmers voices
be heard and listened to

...keeping an open communication
line among members...The ASFAR-
NET newsletter
provides updates on agri-
developments. It is electronically
available at www.searca.org/~bic

Know more about ASFARNET thru
our country contact persons:

India
Mr. Jayapal Reddy Solleti

Secretary-cum-Treasurer, Federation of Farmers Assoc.
Andra Pradesh, Flat No.209, Vijaya Towers
Shanthinagar, Hyderabad — 500 028, A.P.

Tel / Fax : 0091-40-23319643

Fax : 0091-40-9848019946; 0091-40-9440424999
Email : Indian_farmers_federation@yahoo.com

Indonesia

Mr. Agusdin Pulungan
Vice-Secretary General
Indonesian Farmers Association
Tel/Fax : 62-21-7538110
Email: augustpu@msn.com

Malaysia

Ms. Zainab Ibrahim

Director, Gadek Nursery

Tel: 012-6386509 (Office)

Fax: +606-554-9636

Email: gadeknur@aseanmail.com

Philippines

Mr. Reynaldo Cabanao

Executive Director

Philippine Maize Federation

Tel / Fax : 02-927-7929

Email : reyphilmaize@yahoo.com

ASFARNET Coordinator:
Mr. Edwin Paraluman

Thailand

Dr. Banpot Napompeth
Tel/Fax +66-2579-
3649,+66-2942-8252
Mobile : +66-1841-
5264
E-mail:agrban@ku.ac.th

Vietnam

Dr. Let Viet Dung

Tel / Fax : (84) 71

838262

Mobile : 0913705982

Email:
Ilvdung@ctu.edu.vn

President, Nursery Farmers Irrigators Association, Inc.
General Santos City, Philippines

Email : eParaluman@yahoo.com
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ground where one grew

“...that whoever could

make two ears of corn,

or two blades of grass,
to grow on a spot of

before, would deserve
better of mankind and
do more essential ser-
vice to his country...”

-Jonathan Swift

The ASFARNET held its first
meeting in Bangkok, Thailand
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ASFARNET: Our Beginning

The Asian Regional Farmers Network or AS-
FARNET was conceived by farmers from In-
dia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thai-
land, and Vietnam who participated in a ca-
pacity building workshop on “Farmer to
Farmer: Sharing Experiences Related to Agri-
cultural Biotechnology” held in Manila and Ca-
gayan de Oro City, Philippines from December
3-6, 2003.

Through a series of interactive lectures on
biotechnology, visits to field trials and actual
farmers’ fields planted to Bt corn, the work-
shop helped increase Southeast Asian farm-
ers’ awareness of the challenges facing agri-
cultural biotechnology. It also enhanced their
knowledge of policy issues, based on stake-
holders’ experiences with agricultural biotech-
nology in the Philippines and gave them op-
portunities to discuss farmer-level experi-
ences with biotechnology crops. Farmers
from the United States, India and the Philip-
pines shared their experiences in planting ge-
netically modified crops and how they have
benefited from the technology.

The interaction experience rallied the partici-
pants to group themselves into a network
now known as ASFARNET.
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Our Mission

We will support the shar-
ing, exchange, transfer or
adoption of information,
knowledge, skills and
technologies in agricul-
ture and other relevant
fields of disciplines to en-
hance traditional farming,
improve agricultural pro-
ductivity, safer environ-
ment, and promote rural
development.

Objectives

e To promote capacity and
confidence building activi-
ties among members
through sharing, ex-
change, transfer or adop-
tion of relevant informa-
tion, knowledge, skills
and technologies;

e To work with govern-
ments, regional and inter-
national institutions, or-
ganizations, other agen-
cies and stakeholders by:

-supporting strategic de-
velopment programs and
policies designed to

(a) address the food secu-
rity concerns in the
region that aimed for
self-reliance and pro-
mote Asian coopera-
tion;

(b) promote biodi-
versity conserva-
tion;

(c )share, ex-
change, and sus-
tainable use of
genetic resources;

(d) promote fair
trading within the
Asian region and
world market; and f§

(e) promote envi- |
ronment-friendly
farming system;

-collaborating on scientific research,

development and extension activities:

e To foster linkages with relevant insti-

tutions and stakeholders within the
Asian member countries;

To establish regional and country of-
fices that will serve as communication
centers in accessing and dissemination
of ASFARNET programs and activities
to farmers and organizations in the
region/member countries.

Farmers should be given the right to choose
what crop to plant and having alternative crop
varieties is important to allow them to make
the right decisions



